HOMER

THE ILIAD

THE ILIAD, TOGETHER WITH THE ODYSSEY, IS ONE OF TWO ANCIENT
GREEK EPIC POEMS TRADITIONALLY ATTRIBUTED TO HOMER. THE POEM 1S
COMMONLY DATED TO THE 8TH OR 7TH CENTURY BC, AND MANY SCHOLARS
BELIEVE IT IS THE OLDEST EXTANT WORK OF LITERATURE IN THE GREEK
LANGUAGE, MAKING IT THE FIRST WORK OF EUROPEAN LITERATURE.

THE EXISTENCE OF A SINGLE AUTHOR FOR THE POEMS IS DISPUTED AS THE
POEMS THEMSELVES SHOW EVIDENCE OF A LONG ORAL TRADITION AND HENCE,
MULTIPLE AUTHORS. THE POEM CONCERNS EVENTS DURING THE TENTH AND
FINAL YEAR IN THE SIEGE OF THE CITY OF ILIUN, OR TROY, BY THE GREEKS.
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